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Truly Terrific Tongue Twisters 
From Wonderful English: A Treasury of English Pronunciation 

 

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers, 
A peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked. 
If Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers, 
Where’s the peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked?     
Anon  
 

 
A canner exceedingly canny 
One morning remarked to his granny, 
“A canner can can,  
anything that he can 
but a canner can’t can a can, can he?”  
C. Wells 

 

 
Garry McGarry, go and get your gun 
Get your gun, please, Garry McGarry 
For we’ve got to guard the garrison 
From the ghosts and ghouls and the garish ones 
So go get your gun, please, Garry McGarry.                                                                      
S.D. Burke 
 

She sells sea shells by the sea shore 
The shells she sells are sea shells, I’m sure… 
 T. Sullivan 

 

 
 
Any noise annoys an oyster but a noisy noise annoys an oyster most 
 Anon. 

  

I think I’d like three drops of drink 

(I think I’d like three hundred and thirty three thousand, three 

hundred and thirty three drops of drink…) 
S.D. Burke 
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Whether the weather be cold 
Or whether the weather be hot 
Whether the weather be fine 
Or whether the weather be not 
We’ll weather the weather 
Whatever the weather 
Whether we like it or not 
Anon. 

  

 
How much wood would a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck 
could chuck wood?     A woodchuck would chuck all he could 
chuck if a woodchuck could chuck wood. 
Anon. 

 

 

I really like, really little, really rollie lollies. 
(I really, really, really like, really, really, really little…)       
S.D. Burke 

 

How many books would a good chook book  

if a good chook could book books? 
A good chook would book all he could book 
 if a good chook could book books. 
(buk! buk!) 
 S.D. Burke 

 

Father Placid’s pleasant priests play and pray, pray and play, play 

and pray all day. 
S.D. Burke 

 

The Truly Terrific Tongue Twisters come from the 

hundreds of terrific pronunciation exercises (with videos 

and sound files) arranged for teachers and students in 

Wonderful English: A Treasury of English 

Pronunciation by Sean David Burke, available via 
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Amazon.com 

It’s a wonderful resource for teachers of English! 


