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When I was younger I collected science fiction.  I read it too.  It wasn’t really cool then; SF has become mainstream since.  

My collection now lives at Murdoch University and I’m not sure whether anyone has actually touched any of it for the last 

twenty years (apart from me, once, a few weeks back).   

One of the greatest things about the science fiction scene in Perth back in the eighties was the WAIT science fiction festival.  

This almost wholly male affair allowed the younger nerds like me access to the great and not so great films of the preceding 

decades.  Remember, it was the eighties, so the only way to see a film was to wait for it to be shown on TV (which wasn’t 

likely for many of these) or to go to the WAIT SF Festival.  No VHS, no DVD, no useful computers, no internet  (The word 

‘streaming’ still conjured images of trout fishing). 

Whoever was in charge of the festival did a great job.  It was a month of wall-to-wall classic stuff.  Then it died.  Why?  I 

don’t know.  Maybe it was some insurance problem; that usually kills anything good.  Even WAIT died; it’s Curtin Uni now. 

Of course there’s no point having a festival of film now, is there?  Everything is available at the touch of a button.  Well, no, 

I think there’s still a place for sharing the experience. 

The period between Christmas and New Year is my favourite time of the year.  It is a time when it’s difficult to work and 

easy to relax.  A time when you can actually get around to things you’ve wanted to do for a while.  A good time to have 

some friends over, and maybe watch a film or two. 

Sean Burke, December 2012 

 

DARK STAR 

This pearl of a film from 1974 was John 

Carpenter’s first hit.  Often referred to as a 

black comedy; the popular Red Dwarf 

series finds its roots here.  A small and 

motley crew scours the galaxy for unstable 

planets and blows them up.  Then, what 

can go wrong, starts to go wrong….   

This film is rated G; be aware that it is 

sorta kooky, so kids these days might not get it.  They can always go play elsewhere. 

Lt. Doolittle negotiating with Bomb No. 20 



METROPOLIS 

Still the most amazing film I have ever seen, 

Metropolis is the creation of German director Fritz 

Lang.  This film, from 1927, set a standard that 

wasn’t matched by others for decades, if ever at 

all.  The scope, effects and vision here were a 

massive achievement.  In addition, the dystopia 

imagined is both believable and also, of course, 

reflective of the culture of that time.  We will 

enjoy the film set to the wonderfully 

complementary eighties soundtrack, rather than 

trying to bear the original tinny piano music.  

Metropolis is rated G; again, it’s a different sort of film, so not all children will engage. 

 

 

Programme 

Sat 29 Dec 

Swim   any time from 10.30, either in the pool or at the beach 

Lunch   from 12.  Please bring a plate to share.  Sean will have the barbie on. 

Afternoon session from 1.30.  A couple of selected short films to whet the appetite, then the 

main feature, DARK STAR.  The session will finish by 3.30 

Swim   We will while away the afternoon by the pool or whatever.  

Dinner   from 6.30.  Please bring a plate to share. 

Evening Session from 8.  A couple of shorts and then on with METROPOLIS.  

The film will finish by 10. 

Dessert   Mmmm.  There’ll be apple crumble and ice cream. 

Swim   Well, why not. 

(come for the whole day, a part, a meal, or just for a swim, as you like) 

At 

16 Mewstone Crescent, North Coogee   93355362    0449025167 

Sessions limited to about 30 seats, so RSVP is essential.  Please advise attendance by 20 December. 

earthsider@gmail.com  

The Capitalist Dictator, the Mad Scientist and the Robot; 
….bad combination 

mailto:earthsider@gmail.com

