
SHE 

A Sigourney Weaver Retrospective 

at 

The Little Planet Science 

fiction festival 2014 

At our place, Cottesloe, Sunday the 35th of December, 2014*  (*aka Sun 4 Jan 2015) 

 

In Science Fiction movies there is really a time before 

Sigourney and a time after Sigourney.   Before her startling 

presence in ALIEN (1979), female roles in SF and related 

genres were generally supporting roles, and often rather 

unflattering supporting roles.  The Alien team and Sigourney 

Weaver changed all that.  She brought her experience as a 

serious stage actress to the role, and her Ripley became the 

last man standing in the movie, which was itself a watershed.   

Since that time, there has been some progress and female leads 

have encompassed all areas, from genetically altered fugitives 

to the captain of the Enterprise.  Yes, true, it was inevitable, 

but someone had to be first.  All strength to Sigourney Weaver. 

Sean Burke, December 2014 

Galaxy Quest 

A science fiction spoof has to be done well, as many SF movies 

end up being made so badly that they are unintentional 

comedies anyway.  Here Weaver and a classy co-cast do a 

classy job of sending up Star Trek and others as well as 

sticking it nicely to the Fan world.  By the time this film was 

released in 1999, Weaver and the women who had followed 

her had done such a good job of carving out their own place 

in the genre that she could comfortably lampoon the 

stereotypical roles of old. Galaxy Quest is rated PG.  It won’t 

be suitable for children under ten. 



Alien  

In 1979, a groundbreaking film for so many reasons: 

screenplay, artwork, mood and downright scariness.  I 

was one of many who saw Alien somewhat shy of the 

M15 rating age and suffered for a day or two as a result.  

Weaver plays Ripley, a role she reprised again and 

again over the years with different directors.  Hard to 

beat the original.  Alien is one of the science fiction 

movies that most fans agree simply must appear in 

every top ten.  It reaches down deep into the psyche, 

taking elements we see in nature, like the ways bees 

and wasps behave, and writing them large into a cold 

dark context.  ‘In space, no one can hear you scream.’  

That’s true.   Alien is for 14 years and older. 

 

Programme 

Sun 35 Dec 

Morning tea or a Swim anytime from 10.30 

Lunch   from about 12.  Please bring a plate to share.   

Afternoon session from 1.30.  A couple of  shorts, then Galaxy Quest.  The 

session will finish by 3.30 

Swim   We will while away the afternoon. Maybe some beach cricket. 

Dinner   from about 6.30.  Please bring a plate to share. 

Evening Session from 7.30.  A couple of shorts and then on with alien.   The film 

will finish by 10. 

Dessert   Mmmm.  There’ll be apple crumble and ice cream. 

Swim   Well, why not. 

( come for the whole day, just a part, a meal, or just for a swim, pop in as you like ) 

At 

22 Marine Parade, Cottesloe    0449 025167 

RSVP if you can for space and catering.   

Seandavidburke.perth@gmail.com  

mailto:Seandavidburke.perth@gmail.com

